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lose its sense of direction. There is gradual loss of appetite and flesh, together with dullness, staggering and falling. The tendency to walk in circles is a final stage of the disease. The animal often dies in convulsions three to six weeks after the first symptom appears.
The symptoms may be helpful in forming an opinion but a post-mortem examination of the carcass is necessary to make certain diagnosis.
The animal suspected of having this disease should be killed, the skull opened and the brain carefully examined, looking for the bladder-like cysts sometimes as large as a hen's egg. The watery fluid found in the cyst will contain many white floating specks or worm heads.
Treatment
A surgical operation for the removal of the bladders or cysts has been performed. The spot in the brain where the cysts are located is usually found under soft spots in the skull. These may be recognized because the animal flinches when the soft spot or spots are touched with the fingers. A hole is drilled in the skull over the affected part of the brain and the cysts drained. The operation is not generally successful and seldom attempted. There is no other treatment, most of the affected sheep dying a few weeks after the symptoms become evident.
As prevention, kill all giddy sheep as soon as the disease can be recognized. Destroy the heads of the animals, so that dogs may not infect themselves with tape-worms and thus spread more eggs in the lots and pastures. Keep sheep dogs free from tape-worm because they are the real cause of the disease in sheep. All farm dogs that tend sheep should be given % teaspoonful or 1 dram of oleoresin of male fern. This should be given in capsule form and followed immediately by 1 ounce of castor oil. Treat all the dogs three or four times a year. If all the dogs on the farm or ranch were freed and kept free from tape-worm this disease in sheep would eventually die out.